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What is the 
Anne Arundel County 

General Development Plan?

The GDP is a policy document 
and map that guides the 
direction and location of land 
use in the County and serves 
as the basis for changes in 
zoning and infrastructure.



Anne Arundel County 
will be a place . . .

• where the natural environment is one of its 
most important assets

• that plans for growth, including jobs, and 
where development provides positive 
benefits to the community

• that provides quality educational, 
recreational, public safety and community 
services to its residents



The Plan
• Preservation of sensitive, environmental areas
• At least 90% of new homes, jobs, and services 

in areas with existing and planned public 
facilities

• Focused development in West County
• Mixed use in close proximity to light rail and 

commuter rail transit stations and town 
centers

• Greater balance of jobs and housing in 
existing communities

• Use of infill lots, cluster and neotraditional 
methods for new development



Population

– Total population
• The 5th largest jurisdiction in Maryland: 497,893 

in Census Bureau’s 2001 estimates



Total Population, 2000
by small planning area

Glen Burnie: 74,807

Annapolis Neck: 
59,391

Broadneck: 40,480

Odenton: 38,232



Population Growth Trend, 1990-2010
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Source: Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning, Round 6 forecasts, January 2003.



Household Growth Trends, 1990-2010
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Source: Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning, Round 6 forecasts, January 2003.



Projected Employment Growth, 1990-2010
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis,  employment by place  of work, 1990, 1995, 2000.
Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning, Round 6 forecasts, Jan. 2003.



Transit 
Areas

• Mixed use in close 
proximity to light 
rail and commuter 
rail transit stations

• Residential within 
walking distance of 
stations

• Safe and 
convenient 
pedestrian access



Town Center 
Growth Management Areas

• Concentrate 
development at 
highest densities in 
and around the 
center of activity

• Mix of residential, 
commercial, office, 
recreational and 
cultural

• Safe and 
convenient 
pedestrian access



Community 
Enhancement 

Areas

• Greater balance of jobs 
and housing in existing 
communities

• Encourage shorter trips to 
work, housing and 
services within close 
proximity to one another 

• Emphasis on 
redevelopment of existing 
commercial areas

• Use infill lots, cluster and 
neotraditional methods for 
new development



ExistingExisting
Growth Management ToolsGrowth Management Tools

• Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance
• Restrictive agricultural zoning 

regulations
• Critical Area requirements and Tree 

Preservation Ordinances
• Development Impact Fees
• Town Center Growth Management Plans
• Mixed Use Development Regulations
• Small Area Plans



PotentialPotential
Growth Management ToolsGrowth Management Tools

• TDR’s
• APF 

Revisions
• Subdivision 

Revisions



SMALL AREA PLANS
• A Key Recommendation of the General 

Development Plan

• A Means of Implementing the General 
Development Plan

• The General Development Plan and Land 
Use Plan Map are policy guides for the Small 
Area Plans



Small Area Plans - DefinedDefined
• land use• A Small Area Plan 

is a detailed plan 
for a sub-area of 
the County that 
makes specific 
recommendations 
about . . .

• zoning
• environmental 

protection
• pedestrian and road

improvements
• utilities
• public facilities

• community design
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Anne Arundel County
Small Planning Areas



Purpose of Small Area Plans
• To help implement the goals and recommendations of 

the General Development Plan

• To enhance the quality of life in communities

• To determine the appropriate mix of land use and 
zoning

• To promote citizen, business and County             
involvement and cooperation in the  planning and 
development process



Small Area Plans –
StatusStatus

• Plans adopted – Crownsville, Crofton, 
Deale/Shady Side, South County, Broadneck, 
Severna Park, Edgewater/Mayo, Severn

• Plans heard by PAB – Annapolis Neck, 
Odenton, BWI/Linthicum, Jessup/Maryland 
City 

• Plans in process – Brooklyn Park, Glen 
Burnie, Lake Shore, Pasadena



Small Area Plans -
ImplementationImplementation

• After a Small Area Plan is adopted, area 
planners will work with residents and property 
owners to implement Plan recommendations

• Capital project requests may be submitted for 
possible inclusion in the annual Capital 
Improvement Program budget process over 
the long term



Small Area Plan Comprehensive Zoning Changes

Small Area Plan
Total Residential
Change
in acres +/-

Total
Commercial/
Industrial
Change in acres
+/-

Total Open
Space
Change
in acres +/-

Broadneck 47 21 30 

Crofton 35 101 279

Crownsville 40 5 0

Deale/Shady
Side

258 31 497

Edgewater/Mayo 228 43 0

Severn 230 387 50

Severna Park 71 51 2

South County 5 10 0

TOTALS 914 649 858



















• Citizen Committees (GDP and SAP)
• Citizen Outreach
• Public Forums
• Print, Radio and TV 
• Planning Board Hearings
• County Council Hearings

Public ParticipationPublic Participation
in the Planning Processin the Planning Process



Environmental EquityEnvironmental Equity
in the Planning Processin the Planning Process

• Broad Representation on Citizen 
Committees

• Incorporation of Smart Growth 
Principles and Stewardship Philosophy 
in Preparation/Implementation of Plans

• Coordination between Local and State 
Agencies

• Watershed Approach to Land Use 
Planning 



Anne Arundel CountyAnne Arundel County

General Development Plan,General Development Plan,
Small Area PlansSmall Area Plans

and Comprehensive Zoningand Comprehensive Zoning


	What is the Anne Arundel County General Development Plan?
	Anne Arundel County will be a place . . .
	The Plan
	Population
	Transit Areas
	
	Community Enhancement Areas
	Existing Growth Management Tools
	Potential Growth Management Tools
	SMALL AREA PLANS
	Small Area Plans - Defined
	Purpose of Small Area Plans
	Small Area Plans – Status
	Small Area Plans - Implementation
	Public Participationin the Planning Process
	Environmental Equityin the Planning Process

